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On behalf of the College of Humanities of the University of Dar es Salaam and the African Humanities Conference 
Organisation Committee, it is a pleasure to welcome the attendees to the African Humanities Conference, 2023 in Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania. We anticipate that this inaugural conference on African Humanities marks the beginning of a 
major gathering of humanities experts, early career scholars and researchers in the region and in Africa as a whole.The 
organising committee has gone to great lengths to plan a memorable event and to ensure the presentations and content 
meet a high technical standard. These original research papers and presentations by experts on leading-edge topics cover 
the entire spectrum of the humanitiesare the cornerstone for riveting debates that we expect to begin in the halls of the 
University of Dar es Salaam.

The purpose of this conference is to bring together humanities experts and researchers from universities across the 
continent and beyond, industry, and other interested organizations to discuss the latest developments and challenges in 

the University of Dar es Salaam or you have attended similar events in the past, to make the most of this opportunity 
and to take the time to connect, collaborate, and communicate with fellow attendees. This conference shall serve as an 

of humanity.

We wish you an enjoyable, memorable, and productive time here at the University of Dar es Salaam and look forward to 
the partnerships that result from your networking and discussions.

WELCOME MESSAGE

Dr. Rose A. Upor
Principal, College of Humanities
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER PROFILES

Prof. Herman Batibo
Prof Batibo, did B.A. (Ed.) at University of Dar-es-Salaam, 
and graduated in 1971. He studied French, Linguistics, 
Geography, Education. He then went to the University 
of La  Sorbonne, Paris, where he graduated in 1974. He 
studies Linguistics, as well. He also did his Ph.D at the 
University of La Sorbonne, in Paris, and graduated in 1977, 
where he specialized in African Linguistics. Batibo was 
employed as a Tutorial Assistant at the UDSM in 1971, and 
became full professor in 1990. Professor Batibo was Head 
of Department in the Department of Foreign Languages 
and Linguistics, where he also worked for 23 years, and 
then moved to the University of Botswana. Professor 
Batibo has taught in a number of universities, including 
York University, in Britain (1987), Bayreuth University, 
Germany (1991 - 1992). He has written or edited more than 
10 books, authored more than 50 journal articles, and more 
than 40 book chapters in reputable outlets.President of the 
World Congress of African Linguistics (WOCAL) from 
August 2000 to August 2009; Member of International 
Committee on Iron Route in Africa (appointed by UNESCO 
in 1993); Member of SADC Linguistic Atlas Planning 
Committee.  

Prof. Innocent Pikirayi
Innocent Pikirayi (born 1963) is Professor in Archaeology 
and Head of the Department of Anthropology and 
Archaeology at the University of Pretoria. He works on 
the state and societies in southern Africa. Pikirayi was 

doctoral thesis in 1993 at the Department of Archaeology, 
Uppsala University, which resulted in a monograph on 
the historical archaeology of Mutapa State. His research 

African ceramic traditions over the last 2000 years, and the 
contemporary role of archaeology. Pikirayi was a Visiting 
Commonwealth Fellow and Scholar at the Pitt Rivers 
Museum, Oxford University in 2000 where he studied 

a Dean and Senior Lecturer in Archaeology at Midlands 
State University and as Lecturer and Senior Lecturer at 

appointed Pikirayi as Docent in Archaeology. He works 

to establish management plans for World Heritage Sites 

to investigate late farming communities in southern Africa. 

oral and archival evidence. Pikirayi is on the executive 
committee of the Integrated History and future of People 
on Earth (IHOPE) initiative. He sits on the editorial board 
of Azania: the Journal of African Archaeological Research, 
the African Archaeological Review, Antiquity and the 
Oxford Research Encyclopedia of African History. He is 
on the advisory committee of the Shanghai Archaeology 
Forum.

Prof. Michael Andindilile
Michael Andindilile is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Literature at the University of Dar es 
Salaam and Dean of the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication. He holds a Diploma in Journalism, Public 
Relations and Advertising and a BA in English, Linguistics 

an MA in Information Studies (University of Dar es 
Salaam), an MA in International Journalism (University of 
London) and a PhD in English from Fordham University. 

Anglophone literatures and cultures of Africa; literary 
and critical theory; and 19th and 20th century British and 
postcolonial literatures.
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DAY 1: 13th September 2023

University of Dar es Salaam Library Auditorium

Time Event Responsible

8:00-9:00 Registration All

9:00-9:10 Introduction
Dr.Philbert Komu
Dean of Ceremony

9:10-9:20 National/EAC Anthems University Band

9:20-9:30 Convener’s address
Prof. Gastor Mapunda

Chairperson
African Humanities Conference

9:30 – 9:40 Welcome Remarks
Dr. Rose A. Upor

Principal
College of Humanities, UDSM

09:40 - 10:00 A WORD FROM THE 
CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Representative, CRDB Bank
Representative, WCF
Representative, ATCL
Representative, TBL

Representative, BASATA

10:00-10:15 OPENING ADDRESS
Prof. William A.L. Anangisye

Vice Chancellor
University of Dar es Salaam

10:15-10:20 Vote of Thanks
Dr.Mpale Silkiluwasha

Head, Department of Literature, UDSM

10:20-10:30 Group photo Invited

10:30-11:00 HEALTH BREAK ALL

11:00-12:00
Keynote Address 1

“The State of the Humanities in Africa: 
Past, Present Future”

Prof Innocent Pikirayi
University of Pretoria

12:00-12:20 Traditional song
Student artists

Department of Creative Arts

12:20-13:20

Keynote address 2

“Landmarking the Humanities in 
Africa’s Education: Experiences, 

Challenges and Prospects”

Prof Herman Batibo
Professor of Linguistics (Rtd)

13:20-14:30 LUNCH ALL

14:30 - 15:00 Traditional dance
Student artists

Department of Creative Arts

15:00-16:00

Keynote address 3

“The Language Question and the 
Balkanisation of Knowledge in African 

Humanities”

Prof Michael Andindilile
University of Dar es Salaam

16:00-18:00 Networking Event/Reception Invited
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College Journals

College of Humanities Support Team
Dr. Rose A. Upor, Principal

Ms. Beatrice Mwampwani, Accountant

Ms. NeemaKikoti, Assistant Lecturer
Ms. NeemaNgoda, Assistant Lecturer

Mr. Michael Mwakatobe, Designing Crew
Mr. Ismail Kaminambeo, Social Media Expert

Mr. Abdallah Kibugila, Driver
Mr. Ridhiwani Yusuf, Student
Mr. Rashid Millinga, Student
Ms. Nancy Vincent, Student
Ms. Christina Njige, Student
Ms. NeemaAthumani, Student

Organizing Committee Members
Prof. GastorMapunda (Convener)
Dr. Michael Karani
Dr.ElgidiusIchumbaki
Dr.PhilbertKomu
Dr. Andreas Kifyasi
Dr. Dominicus Makukula
Dr.LengsonNgwasi
Dr. George Ambindwile
Dr. John Wakota
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